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West Australian
Newspaper,
June &
August
The Swan River
had broken its
banks. Water had
flooded King’s
Meadow in Guildford. Floods were
obstructing roads.
The swinging
bridge at York
was touching the
water.
Mundaring Weir
was overflowing
by the 23rd of
June, early in the
season.
Railways in the
SW of W.A were
experiencing severe washaways.

September. 2020

From the Editor. We are sending out a shorter newsletter to you all in September to keep you up to date with
what is happening at the museum.
Included here is our conclusion of the experiences of
Mandurah residents of War’s End. Also a few snippets of
the time in which they were living.
Being born in 1945, I have no memories of the end of
war, but I do have my mother’s memories which I treasure.
In June of that year, my father was home on leave from a
camp in the Northern Territory. I was just a few months
old, with a brother of 3 years. We lived in a tiny house,
with few conveniences. My mother was managing the
washing in a copper outside without any shelter. It rained
every day of June and certainly every day of my father’s
leave.
Wonderful man that he was, Mum had a shelter with a
roof over her copper prior to his leaving. Not that she had
anywhere to hang the wet washing except inside.
In Mandurah that year we had some of the highest floods
seen, probably only outclassed by the floods of 1955.
We don’t know how lucky we are!
Jan Baker.
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Victory in Europe and Japan - War’s End.
John Layton.
Was your father in the Home Guard?
Dad, he had a heap of telephones in his place and they
were connected to the Coastal Watch, and some time a
phone was ringing and you’d go round to 8 or 9 phones
before you found the right one. That’s how we knew the
war finished when it did. We were the first to know. It
was about 1 o’clock in the morning and I ran up the road
and woke a friend of mine up the road, Dave Greenham,
that was only what ’45, and Dave put me on the back of
the bike and we had a bucket full of gravel rocks and we
were throwing on everybody’s roof. Riding up and down
the streets, throwing these rocks on the roofs, course we
were getting abused a bit, but when we yelled out “The
War is over, The War is Over!” People were dancing in
the streets in their pyjamas. I can still remember that,
plain as anything.
This the VE or VJ. Victory in Europe or Victory in
Japan?
I think it was Victory in Japan, I think it must have
been. Although I used to listen to the ABC through one
of those great big radios, His Masters Voice I think it was,
and I remember listening to Hitler and Eisenhower,
Churchill, Stalin and all those talking on the radio.
I think when we were throwing rocks on the roof was
when the Japanese were defeated.
How did the town celebrate, was there..
Yes, there was dancing in the street, relieved to think that
it was finally over. I mean a lot of people lost loved ones,
and no war is nice.
The slit trenches, did you use them for anything
else?
Once the war was over, I remember filling them in. Dad
said “Get the shovel and fill them in, we don’t need them
anymore.”

Neil Morfitt.
And this would mean that we are by now at the end of
the War. What do you remember about the War ending?
Well, of course, it wasn’t so much when the, like VE day in
Europe type of thing, that sort of didn’t quite mean as… it
wasn’t the same thing to us. The main thing I can remember about that, that Mr Goode, we were all at school, we
never had a holiday that day or anything and he went
through, he actually took the whole morning up, the whole
session up in the morning and he recapped on actually the
war and things that went through as in sequence of how
things happened up till then. Of course then Japan was
still in the War then and that of course wasn’t finished till
’45. And I remember that morning because I went to
school ordinary because I hadn’t heard anything on the
wireless.
We never used to listen to the wireless of a morning and I
think it was actually Dave Green that I met and he said,
“What are you doing?” I said, “Oh, going to school”. He
said, “Don’t be silly” he says “the War’s over, we’re not
going to no school today”, you know and of course we all
congregated up to Mandurah there and we were all
marching around yelling and going on sort of thing and of
course we… I remember going to the corner shop and
making a lot of racket and all the kids were making a racket outside and banging on doors and things because it
wasn’t open at that stage and they said, oh we haven’t got
anything for you now, come back in twenty minutes or
something and we’ll have something there for you and of
course when we arrived back they had a couple of buckets of cordial going there and they had lollies and things
and of course we had dished out because there were lots
of noises and banging of kerosene tins and everything
going on around the place, you know. The usual kids stuff.
Oh, yes, and …..

Articles from
Western Mail Perth.
August 1945.

Article from South West Advertiser, May 1945.
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MDO Report.

On a sad note to start
this newsletter’s report, on the evening
of Monday August
31st a considerable
amount of damage
was done to the windows of Hall’s Cottage. An individual
was seen throwing
rocks through the windows and trying to
pull out the broken
window frames. The
police were called
immediately and upon
arrival were able to
arrest the individual
responsible. No entry
was gained by that
person to the cottage. On attending the cottage early
Tuesday morning and going inside the damage done by
the rocks was surprising, with one large rock having gone
through the front window and hit the internal door of the
cottage, rebounded and broken several china plates displayed on a sideboard. The inside of the cottage was
rendered very messy with broken glass and pieces of the
limestone rocks. I have given statements to the police
and the cottage has been secured by the City’s facilities
maintenance team. Cleaning up of the glass and rocks
has begun, and the process of engaging heritage builders to repair the windows has started.

Education Officer’s Report
National Threatened Species Day
On the night of 7 September 1936, the last Tasmanian
tiger died in Hobart Zoo. With the death of this animal the
thylacine species became extinct.
In 1996, on the 60th anniversary of the last Tasmanian
tiger’s death, 7 September was declared National Threatened Species Day—a time to reflect on what happened to
the thylacine and how similar fates could await other native plants and animals unless appropriate action is taken.
National Threatened Species Day highlights the past and
how we can protect threatened plants and animals into
the future, while also celebrating species success stories
and ongoing threatened species recovery work.
To recognise this day, our museum has on display a variety of taxidermy specimens, kindly on loan from the Western Australian Museum
I hope you have the opportunity to come in and have a
look.
Kat Gauci

On a happier note, the Museum is currently co-hosting a
collaborative exhibition with Contemporary Art Spaces
Mandurah (CASM) titled Reflections. The exhibition at
the Museum features 55 individual works from 9 Artists.
The Museum is also featuring 8 audio interviews with
community members on their experience of COVID in
Mandurah. These are streaming from the Courtroom Gallery oral history unit.
Nicholas Reynolds

Artwork on display in the old
cells at the Museum

Pied Oyster catches at the back
of the museum.

Pied Oyster Catchers
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Chair and Committee report.

Fishing netting in our boat display.

We met as a committee for the first time since Covid 19
forced us into lockdown and the museum closed on the
19th of August.
Topics for discussion were many and I will mention a
few here.
Membership renewal for 2020 to 2021 are included in
this mailout, can I ask if you do transfer the money by
bank that you mention your name in the transfer. Please
also notify the museum by email that you have transferred the money and any changes to your address or
circumstances.
We made a decision on our A.G.M. which has customarily been in October to defer it by two weeks. Our A.G.M
will now be 14th of November with the hope that W.A.
might have entered into Phase 5 of restrictions and that
we might have a larger meeting.
Formal notice of the time, date and agenda of the A.G.M
will be sent with this newsletter, plus nomination forms
for the vacant positions. At this time the position of
Chair and Secretary fall vacant due to our Constitutional
requirements. There is also a need for committee members.
Some other discussions we had, were around continuing
fund raising with the purchases of more and different
souvenirs. There will be more relating to this as we decide on our processes.
We will again be producing our calendar for the year of
2021 and plans are well in action for this. We should
have copies of these available from late September in
plenty of time for people to use as presents or send
overseas.
In conclusion, can I remind you to call into the museum
to support the Reflections Covid 19 exhibition by CASM
part of which is featuring at the museum. We also continue to feature a special Maritime Display.

Mandurah Community Museum,
3 Pinjarra Rd,
MANDURAH WA 6210.

Friends of Mandurah Community Museum,
3 Pinjarra Rd,
MANDURAH WA 6210.

Telephone: 9550 3680.
Email: museum@mandurah.wa.gov.au
Internet: www.mandurah.wa.gov.au/Facilities/
Museum/Friends

Meetings 4 times per year as notified.

Opening hours.
Tuesday to Friday. 10 am to 4pm.
Saturday & Sunday. 11 am to 3pm.
Closed Mondays and Public Holidays.

The mission of the Friends is to provide assistance
and support to the Museum in all its endeavours.
The ‘Friends’ also seek to promote the heritage and
history of Mandurah, and to assist other like minded
bodies.

Membership of the Friends is by a yearly membership fee of $10 due each August.
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