
Mandurah Readers’ & 
Writers’ Festival 2023
Thursday 12 - Sunday 15 January



Mandurah Readers’ and Writers’ Festival
First time attending the Mandurah Readers’ and Writers’ Festival? 
Here’s what to expect...
General Information 

• Events on Thursday, Friday and Saturday are for audiences over 15 years 

• Family Day events are aimed for audiences 5-12 years and their parents/ 
carers 

• All festival events are free to attend and run for approximately one hour  

• There will be opportunities to engage with the writers with time allowed 
for questions

• The writers are happy to sign copies of their books and have photos 
taken after their presentations

• Books are available to purchase from the festival Book Store with 
cashless payment preferred

Refreshments 

• Tea, coffee and water are provided throughout the festival 

• The opening panel on Thursday night includes wine and finger food

• The Big Read High Tea on Saturday includes a selection of sweet and 
savoury finger foods

• Please advise of dietary requirements when booking for catered events

• There are a number of cafes within walking distance of the festival should 
you wish to purchase refreshments or a meal

Bookings 

Bookings for each event are essential as spaces are limited.  
Bookings can be made: 

By scanning the QR Codes: 

• QR Codes appear next to each author/event that is available to book 

• Use your phone’s camera to scan the QR code and take you to the online 
Eventbrite Booking form 

Over the Phone 

• Contact us on 9550 3650 and advise us of the event/s you wish to attend, 
plus your contact details, including email address. We will send you a 
booking confirmation.



In Person  

Call into Falcon Library, Lakelands Library or Mandurah Library and advise us 
of the event/s you wish to attend, plus your contact details, including email 
address. We will send you a booking confirmation.

Accessibility 

Seashells Mandurah is wheelchair accessible. An Auslan interpreter will be 
available for two events: 

Thursday night Opening Panel  

Saturday Big Read High Tea Panel Discussion  

Parking 

Free all-day parking is available in the carpark opposite Seashells Mandurah 
on Dolphin Drive and behind Seashells Mandurah on Fathom Turn. 

Event Types 

Panel Discussion 

Panel discussions are based on a series of questions posed to the writers 
with the purpose of stimulating conversation. Featuring two or more writers, 
guided by a panel convener the conversations that occur are entertaining 
and engaging, and often involve questions from the audience. 

In Conversation with… 

An ‘In Conversation’ is a more traditional interview-style presentation, with 
the writer answering questions. Frequently, an ‘In Conversation’ is a more 
intimate discussion, almost like two people having a chat over a cup of 
coffee, but with forty other people looking on. 

Big Read High Tea 

The Big Read High Tea is the pinnacle of the festival, with the writers’ joining 
the audience at their tables and engaging in conversation. Each of the 
four writers in the Big Read Panel Discussion will rotate around the tables, 
spending five minutes with each group before moving on to the next table.  

Family Day 

Each workshop will feature a hands-on activity, guided by our award-
winning writers and illustrators. Parents and carers are required to stay with 
their children, with a special parents-zone available. 



Thursday 12 January - Opening Event
6.00pm 
(for 6.30pm)
Light supper 
provided

Authors: Carrie Cox, Lily Malone, Rebecca Raisin
Panel Convener: Sasha Wasley

Friday 13 January
Session One
9.30am

Banjawarn
Josh Kemp (in conversation with Kathy Heys)

Session Two 
11.00am

The Ballroom Murder
Leigh Straw
Dark Tales
David Price
Panel Convener: Teena Miller

Session Three 
2.00pm

Where the Line Breaks 
Michael Burrows (in conversation with Kathy Heys)

Session Four 
4.00pm
Please stay for 
drinks/nibbles

War Nurses (April 2023)
Anthea Hodgson
The Work Wives
Rachael Johns

Saturday 14 January 
Session One
9.30am

Finding Marjorie King
Jennifer Durrant & Cheryl Rodgers

Session Two 
11.00am

The Red Witch: Katherine Susannah Pritchard
Nathan Hobby (in conversation with Josephine Taylor)

Session Three:  
The Big Read 
High Tea
2.00 - 4.30pm

The Gallerist
Michael Levitt
The Ghost of Gracie Flynn 
Joanna Morrison
The Reunion
Polly Phillips
Panel Convener : Karen Herbert

Program of Events



Program of Events

Festival Snapshot
This annual adult literature event presented by City of Mandurah 
Library & Heritage Services will be held from 12 to 15 January 2023 
at the Seashells Mandurah. The aim of the festival is to foster a love 
of reading and literature and encourage creativity in our community. 
This year the festival brings together an array of established and 
emerging storytellers from across WA. The free to attend three-day 
festival program includes author talks, panel discussions, high tea and 
workshops.

The events across 12-14 January features a wide-ranging selection 
of authors of fiction and non-fiction works across a variety of topics, 
from Australian gothic fiction to murders on the ballroom floor, with a 
romantic interlude.

Our Family Day on 15 January features of three of WA’s well known 
and award-winning children’s author/illustrators, James Foley, Kylie 
Howarth and Briony Stewart. They will be sharing their latest books 
and leading you through hands-on activities.

Books by the authors featured in this year’s festival will be available for 
purchase at the Festival Bookshop.

Tea & coffee facilities are provided during the day. 

To keep up to date with Library and Heritage events, sign up to our 
newsletter at mandurah.wa.gov.au/community/places/libraries

Sunday 15 January - Family Day
Session One
9.30am James Foley

Session Two 
11.30am Kylie Howarth

Session Three 
2.00pm Briony Stewart



Josephine Taylor 

Josephine Taylor is a 
writer and freelance 
editor who lives 
on the coast north 
of Perth, Western 
Australia. She is 

an associate editor at Westerly 
Magazine and an adjunct senior 
lecturer in Writing at Edith Cowan 
University. Josephine teaches, 
facilitates and judges in literary 
fiction and creative non-fiction. Her 
personal essays and fiction have 
been anthologised, and published 
in journals including Axon, M/C 
Journal, Outskirts, Southerly, TEXT 
and Westerly. Her debut novel is Eye 
of a Rook.

Kathy Heys

Kathy Heys graduated 
from UWA with a 
degree in English 
Literature and a 
Graduate Diploma 
of Education and 

embarked on a career teaching in 
public schools. She is the Head 
of English at Coodanup College, 
a position she has held for seven 
years. Highlights of Kathy’s reading 
journey include meeting Markus 
Zusak and visiting Jane Austen’s 
house. Kathy is also currently 
studying Creative Writing at Curtin 
University.

Karen Herbert

Karen Herbert spent 
her childhood in 
Geraldton, WA. She 
holds a Bachelor 
of Commerce and 
Master in Applied 

Psychology, and has worked in 
aged care, disability services, 
higher education, Indigenous land 
management, social housing and the 
public sector. She is a board member 
of the Interlife Group and Advocare, 
and President of the Fellowship of 
Australian Writers (WA). Karen lives 
in Perth with her husband and the 
occasional fledgling. Karen is the 
author of The River Mouth (2021) 
and The Cast Aways of Harewood 
Hall (2022).

Sasha Wasley 

Sasha Wasley was 
born and raised in 
Perth, WA. She holds 
a PhD in feminist 
literature and is an 
advocate for literacy 

and creativity. Her debut novel was 
published in 2015, after which she 
gave up her copywriting business 
to pursue a career in writing fiction. 
Sasha lives and writes in the Perth 
Hills with her partner and two 
daughters, surrounded by dogs, cats 
and chickens. Sasha is the author of 
Spring Clean for the Peach Queen 
(2021) and Caravan like a Canary 
(2022).

Meet the Panel Convener Bios



Carrie Cox - So Many Beats of the Heart 

Carrie Cox grew up in Mackay, Qld. She is a journalist, 
author, tutor, mother and timid surfer, never all at once 
and not in that order. For 10 years Carrie wrote a weekly 
satirical column for multiple Australian newspapers. She 
used this column as the basis for You Take the High Road 
and I’ll Take the Bus. Carrie is the author of Afternoons 
with Harvey Beam and So Many Beats of the Heart.

Lily Malone – The Vet’s Country Holiday

Lily Malone might have been a painter, except her one 
year old son put a golf club through her canvas. So she 
wrote her first book instead, and now has six full length 
rural romance novels and one novella published. Lily 
is a member of Australian Rural Fiction and Australian 
Fiction Authors. She lives in the Margaret River region 
with her husband, and two handsome sons who take 
after their father. Lily is the author of His Brand of 
Beautiful, The Vineyard In The Hills, Water Under the 
Bridge, The Café by the Bridge, Last Bridge Before Home 
and The Vet’s Country Holiday. 

Thursday 12 January Festival Event 6.30pm

Rebecca Raisin – Escape to Honeysuckle Hall

Rebecca Raisin is a true bibliophile. This love of books 
morphed into the desire to write them. She’s been 
published in various short story anthologies and in 
fiction magazines, and is now focusing on writing 
romance. Rebecca aims to write characters you can see 
yourself being friends with. People with big hearts who 
care about relationships, and most importantly believe 
in true love. Rebecca is the author of 17 books, the latest 
Escape to Honeysuckle Hall.



Friday 13 January 9.30am
Josh Kemp – Banjawarn

Josh Kemp is an author of Australian gothic 
fiction. He was joint winner of the 2021 Dorothy Hewett 
Award for an Unpublished Manuscript and the winner of 
the 2022 Ned Kelly Award for Best Debut Crime Fiction. 
His short stories have been published by Kill Your 
Darlings, Overland, Seizure, Tincture and Breach. He’s 
previously been shortlisted for the Kill Your Darlings 
Unpublished Manuscript Award and long-listed for the 
Fogarty Literary Award. Currently completing his PhD at 
Edith Cowan University in Bunbury, he lives in the South 
West of WA but is drawn, over and over again, to the red 
dirt of WA’s north. Banjawarn is Josh’s debut novel.

Friday 13 January 11.00am
Leigh Straw – The Ballroom Murder 

Leigh Straw is an academic, historian and writer. 
She is the author of true crime biographies of Australian 
crime figures Kate Leigh and Dulcie Markham, and 
Australia’s first female detective, Lillian Armfield. Leigh 
was the joint winner of the 2018 Margaret Medcalf 
Award for her book After the War: Returned Soldiers 
and the Mental and Physical Scars of World War I. 
Leigh Straw is an Associate Professor of History at The 
University of Notre Dame Australia.



Friday 13 January 2.00pm

Friday 13 January 11.00am

Michael Burrows - Where the Line Breaks

Michael Burrows was born and raised in Perth. 
He is a middle child in the creative chaos of six children, 
all of whom grew up to have some kind of artistic streak. 
After travelling to London to work at the 2012 Olympics 
and backpacking through Europe for a year, he settled 
in the UK. Michael completed his MA in 2017 at City, 
University of London, where he wrote the first draft of 
his novel. Michael’s debut novel Where the Line Breaks 
was shortlisted for the 2019 Fogarty Literary Award.

David Price – Dark Tales

David Price is a Western Australian educator 
who grew up in the small town of Carnarvon in the 
1960s. He has been a teacher, principal and Director 
of Schools in many parts of the state. Although he now 
lives in Perth, David has long been intrigued by the 
hidden history of his home town and its wilful amnesia 
about the treatment of Aboriginal people and Asian 
migrants by the first settlers. David is the author of Dark 
Tales from the Long River.



Friday 13 January 4.00pm

Rachael Johns – The Work Wives

Rachael Johns is currently Australia’s leading 
writer of contemporary relationship stories around 
women’s issues. She is an English teacher by trade and 
has a BA (Honours) in Writing and English. Rachael won 
Favourite Australian Contemporary Romance (2012), the 
Australian Book Industry Award (2015) and Romance 
Writers of Australia RUBY Award (2016). Rachael lives 
in the Swan Valley with her hyperactive husband, three 
mostly-gorgeous heroes-in-training, two ravenous cats 
and a very badly-behaved dog. Rachael is the author of 
eight novellas and 21 books including The Work Wives.

Anthea Hodgson – War Nurses

Anthea Hodgson is a country girl from the WA 
wheatbelt. She likes all the usual stuff, from chocolate 
to puppies, and she loves a coffee, which probably 
played a large part in her move from the farm to Perth 
- although she thinks boarding school may have had 
something to do with it, too. In her previous life she was 
child free and working as a radio producer, where the 
coffee was terrible but the people were great, and now 
she has three brilliant kids, including her husband, a job 
she loves even more than radio. Anthea is the author of 
The Drifter and War Nurses (due for release in 2023).



Saturday 14 January 9.30am
Jennifer Durrant (co-author) -   
Finding Marjorie King

Jennifer Durrant worked in finance for 44 
years, and spent much of her life wondering 
where her mother Marjorie came from. 
She loves swimming in the ocean, cycling, 
communing with nature, is chatty and enjoys 
long lunches with friends. Jennifer is  
the co-author of Finding Marjorie King.

Cheryl Rogers (co-author) -  
Finding Marjorie King

Former journalist Cheryl Rogers writes around the edges of farming 
and family life in the Swan Valley. Her short fiction has been published 
in Australia, the UK and USA, and she is a three-time winner of the 
Henry Lawson Society of New South Wales short story award. In 
1998, a memoir co-written with fellow UWA graduate and friend, Gun 
Dolva, was short-listed for the WA Premier’s Book of the Year Award. A 
longtime member of Sisters in Crime (Australia), Cheryl loves a mystery. 
Cheryl is the co-author of Finding Marjorie King.

Saturday 14 January 11.00am
Nathan Hobby - The Red Witch

Nathan Hobby is a writer, reader, librarian and 
heritage officer, and is an honorary research fellow at 
UWA. He has an MA in Creative Writing, a Graduate 
Diploma in Information Science and a completed his 
PhD on  the early life of Katherine Prichard. Nathan 
won the T.A.G Hungerford Award for his novel The Fur. 
He lives in Perth with his wife and two young children. 
Nathan is the author of The Red Witch: A Biography of 
Katherine Susannah Prichard.



Michael Levitt – The Gallerist 

Dr Michael Levitt MB BS, FRACS is a practising surgeon 
and health bureaucrat and public speaker. In 2003 he 
was awarded the Centenary Medal (in Australia) for 
services to public education about colorectal cancer. 
Michael has been collecting art for many years, and has 
written numerous articles about art and artworks for 
newspapers, magazines and art exhibition catalogues. 
An exhibition of selected works from his and his wife, 
Carolyn’s, personal collection was held at Ellenbrook 
Gallery in 2021. Michael is the author of The Happy 
Bowel and The Gallerist.

Joanna Morrison – The Ghost of Gracie Flynn

Joanna Morrison has a background in journalism and a 
PhD in Creative Writing. Her short fiction has appeared 
in Australian literary journals and anthologies. Her debut 
novel Still Dark (the working title of The Ghost of Gracie 
Flynn) was shortlisted for the 2020 City of Fremantle 
Hungerford Award and received a WA creative 
development grant in 2021. Joanna lives in Perth with her 
husband, two sons and miniature schnauzer. Joanna is 
the author of The Ghost of Gracie Flynn.

Big Read High Tea
Saturday 14 January 2.00pm



Polly Phillips – The Reunion

Polly Phillips currently lives in Australia, although she is 
originally from the UK. My Best Friend’s Murder won the 
Montegrappa Writing Prize at the Emirates Literature 
Festival in 2019. Polly has worked as a journalist in 
Australia, Dubai, Denmark and the UK. Her second novel 
The Reunion was published in 2022.

Big Read High Tea
Saturday 14 January 2.00pm



James Foley 

James Foley makes picture books, middle grade novels 
and comics for kids. He is an ambassador for Books In 
Homes and Room To Read, and a member of the Society 
of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators Australia 
West chapter, the Australian Society of Authors and the 
Children’s Book Council of Australia.

He lives in Perth with his wife, two kids, and a labrador.
James is the author and illustrator of Stellarphant, 
Brobot, Dungzilla, Gastronauts, Chickensauras and In 
The Lion.

Kylie Howarth

Kylie Howarth is an award-winning, internationally 
published children’s book author-illustrator from 
Western Australia. She is also part fish! Kylie has swum 
with whale sharks, manta rays and humpback whales 
in Ningaloo, piranha and pink dolphins in the Amazon, 
braved scuba diving with lionfish in Egypt, marine 
iguanas and hammerhead sharks in the Galapagos 
Islands and encountered great white sharks in South 
Africa! Kylie not only draws inspiration from her 
underwater travels but also her own two fish-kids 
who are ocean explorers too. The textures in Kylie’s 
book illustrations are created during their backyard 
art sessions. Kylie recently won the WAYRBA Hoffman 
award and KOALA Honour award. She has been 
shortlisted for the Western Australian Premier’s Writers 
Fellowship, SCBWI Australian Picture Book Illustrators 
Award, CBCA Book of the year awards, WAYRBA and the 
YABBA awards.

Sunday 15 January Family Day



Sunday 15 January Family Day

Briony Stewart

Briony Stewart writes and illustrates books for children. 
She lives in a tree house made from driftwood and 
whalebones, which only occasionally gets good internet 
reception. On calm days, Briony keeps busy, drinking 
tea and making books. On windy days, the days when 
she’s dashing around wildly trying to catch the cups and 
saucers sliding across the table tops, she’s mostly just 
grumpy and hair-tangled and wishing that she didn’t 
live in a tree-house. When she grows up she hopes to 
become someone who studies insects, a professional 
gift-wrapper, or someone who steals single socks off 
washing lines. Until then she’s quite happy just making 
books.



City of Mandurah Libraries
Falcon, Lakelands & Mandurah

For more information 
please contact us 9550 3650
manlib@mandurah.wa.gov.au

Festival Location (see map)
Seashells Mandurah 9550 3000
16 Dolphin Drive, Mandurah WA

Booking Information
Bookings are required as places 
are limited for each session
manlib@mandurah.wa.gov.au
9550 3650

Mandurah Readers’ & Writers’ Festival

City of Mandurah
PO Box 210, Mandurah WA 6210
(08) 9550 3777
mandurah.wa.gov.au 

Acknowledgment of Country 

We would like to acknowledge that 
this festival is being held on the 
traditional land of the Bindjareb 
people, and pay our respects to their 
Elders past, present and emerging.

We acknowledge and respect their 
continuing culture and the unique 
contribution they make to the life of 
this community.


