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Seedling Giveaway 
Booklet
Information on the seedlings 
available and taking care of them 
at home



Tips for taking care of 
your new seedlings:
1. Water 1 – 2 times per week using no more than 5L at a time.

The plant won't use excess water.

2. Place good quality mulch around the seedling to decrease soil
temperature surrounding the plant and help the soil retain water
between waterings.

3. Create a well (mulch ring) around the
seedling to help the plant retain water
and prevent runoff.

4. Only fertilise your plant if it shows signs
of nutrient deficiency (e.g. yellowing).
There's no need to fertilise in Winter.

5. Ensure all roots and some stems are covered with soil when
planting, as exposed roots will die.

6. Don’t be afraid to lightly massage the seedling pot before
planting. This allows roots to spread more effectively.

7. Try to mimic rainfall when watering,
pouring water from different heights
and angles all over the plant.

8. After a few years, prune if necessary.
Most natives without defence mechanisms
(e.g. spikes) quickly reshoot after natural
pruning from herbivores.
Pruning will encourage rapid new growth.

Learn more about trees and find this
booklet online:



Peppermint 
(Agonis flexuosa)

Description:
The Peppermint is a medium-sized, evergreen tree 
with a pleasant myrtle scent when the leaves are crushed. This hardy 
tree is loved for its weeping branches, masses of white flowers and 
vibrant red new growth that matures into green. 

Cultivation and Use:
Peppermints cast good shade and do not grow too large for medium to 
large backyards. It is a hardy, low maintenance plant that likes well-
drained, sandy soils and lots of sun.

Soil: Tolerant of most soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established. 
Sun: Full Sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
The Peppermint is the primary food source for the endangered Western 
Ringtail Possum. These possums will also construct their nests or ‘dreys’ 
in the dense canopies of these trees. Blossoms are attractive to nectar-
feeding insects and birds. Carnaby’s Cockatoos (and other birds) will 
also eat the bark and the insects that it hosts. 

Other names: 
Willow Myrtle 

Origin:
South-west WA 
(local native)
Height & Spread: 
12m x 10m

Growth rate: Fast

Shape:
Round-headed 
weeping tree 
Flowering period: 
Spring-Summer 
Djilba-Birak



Ashby's Banksia 
(Banksia ashbyi dwarf)

Description:

A low rounded shrub, this bush is suitable for any sized garden. Once 
established it is a hardy plant which tolerates sun and a light frost. 
This banksia is known for tall spikes of orange-yellow flowers 

Cultivation and Use:
A colourful screening or decorative plant. If planted among other 
other banksias which flower at other times of the year, your garden 
will have colour and support wildlife all year round. 

Soil: Most well drained soils
Water: Drought tolerant

1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
Bright orange-yellow flowers make this an excellent plant to attracting 
nectar feeding birds and insects. The seed is also a food source for the 
threatened Carnaby's Cockatoo. 

Did you know?

• This banksia is found furthest north of any Western Australian
banksia species (up to Exmouth).

• It has lignotubers which allow the plant to regenerate following
fire.

Origin:
Western Australia
Height & Spread: 
2m x 1.5m
Growth rate: Slow

Shape:
Low rounded shrub

Flowering period: 
Winter - Spring 
Mookaroo - Kambarang



Candlestick Banksia
(Banksia attenuata)

Description:
This is an attractive tree useful for waterwise 
gardens. Their bright yellow flowers resemble 
candles and  bring colour to your backyards.

Cultivation and Use:
Suitable for bushland style gardens, this banksia is best left to its own 
devices. Care should be taken to avoid fertilisers.

Soil: Thrives in sandy soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
The Candle Banksia is an important food source for the endangered 
Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo which feeds on the seeds, flowers and  
insect larvae hidden in the tree.

Did you know?
• Biara is the Noongar name for Banksia attenuata. Mungitch (banksia) 

cones were used as candles when traveling. The tips of were chewed 
like gum to stop hunger.

• This banksia is one of the most ancient living banksia species found in 
WA with fossilized cones dated at 18 million years old.

Other names:
Biara 
Slender Banksia

Origin:
South-west WA 
native

Height & Spread
8m x 4m
Growth rate: 
Moderate 

Shape:
Small, slender tree 

Flowering period: 
Spring - Summer 
Djilba - Birak



Convolvulus 'Blue Moon'

Description:
This species is a dense ground cover and will grow in ground or 
pots. With purple-blue flowers, its a great way to add some colour 
to a small garden, retaining wall or small spaces between larger 
shrubs. 

Cultivation and Use:
A low maintenance plant, this will grow in small spaces and tougher 
coastal zones. It is tolerant to sun and frost. 

Soil: Most well drained soils. 
Water: Drought tolerant

1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
The colourful flowers attract bees, nectar eating birds, butterflies and 
other insects. 

Origin:
Australian native

Height & Spread
15cm x 60cm

Growth rate:
Fast

Shape:
Ground cover

Flowering period: 
Spring - Autumn 
Kambarang - 
Boonaroo



Marri 
(Corymbia Calophylla)

Description:
The Marri is a large and dense evergreen tree, 
common in Mandurah.  Creamy white  (or pink) 
flowers are followed by fruits called "Honky Nuts".

Cultivation and Use:
Tall Marris provide great shade and protection from winds in medium to 
large backyards.

Soil: Suitable for sandy soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
Marri seeds, flowers and nectar are a major food source for all three local 
Black Cockatoo species and attract many other bird and insects. Their 
dense canopies provide important refuges for wildlife on hot summer 
days and hollows are also habitat for birds, reptiles and mammals.

Did you know?

• Marri is the Noongar word for blood, named for it's blood-like sap 
traditionally used for medicinal purposes and  tanning hides.

• The distinctive gumnuts produced by Marri trees inspired the stories 
about the Gumnut Babies “Snugglepot & Cuddlepie”.

Other names:
Port Gregory Gum

Origin:
South-west WA 
(local native)

Height & Spread:
15m x 8m

Growth rate: 
Moderate

Shape:
Tall tree with broad 
and dense canopy

Flowering period: 
Summer - Autumn 
Boonaroo - Djiran

http://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/2214
http://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/2214
mailto:EcoServices@mandurah.wa.gov.au
mailto:EcoServices@mandurah.wa.gov.au


Red Flowering Gum
(Corymbia ficifolia)

Description:
The Red Flowering Gum develops into a highly ornamental, medium 
sized tree  with a rounded canopy. This gum is famous for its clusters 
of vibrant red blossoms. 

Cultivation and Use:
An ideal backyard tree, the Red Flowering Gum is widely grown across 
Australia, and suited to variety of garden styles. It it a suitable tree for 
coastal areas. 
Soil: Most soils, well drained
Water: Moderately drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
The showy, nectar filled flowers are attractive to a wide variety of birds 
and insects to feed on the nectar and the fruits and seeds are consumed 
by several parrot species.

The flower is also a food source for the Carnaby's Cockatoo.

Other names:
Fig-leaved Gum 
Red Bloodwood      

Origin:
WA’s southern 
coast 

Height & Spread:
9m x 5m

Growth rate:
Slow  

Shape:
Small-medium tree

Flowering period: 
Summer 
Birak - Boonaroo

http://anbg.gov.au/gallery/eucalyptus-ficifolia.html
http://anbg.gov.au/gallery/eucalyptus-ficifolia.html
mailto:EcoServices@mandurah.wa.gov.au


Eremophila glabra prostrate 'Red'

Description:
This plant typically grows in dry, open woodlands 
and can tolerate harsh conditions, but is also great for the garden. 
This species can range in size but it mostly acts as a ground cover or 
small shrub, with this variant producing red- yellow flowers.

Cultivation and Use:
With its smaller size this species can be suitable for any sized garden, 
retaining wall coverage or verge. It is suitable for bush or coastal areas 
and is somewhat tolerant of frost. Eremophila glabra prostrate can be 
short-lived, however it propagates well from cuttings. 

Soil: Most well drained soils, prefers sandy soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
The colourful flowers attract bees, nectar eating birds, butterflies and 
other insects. 

Other names:
Emu Bush

Origin:
Australian native

Height & Spread
10cm x 1m

Growth rate:
Slow
Shape:
Ground cover to 
small shrub
Flowering period: 
Late Summer 
Boonaroo

redbrest plants



Eremophila maculata 'Magic Blush'

Description:
A dark green shrub that may take on a reddish hue 
while flowering, boasts stunning fuschia-speckled 
flowers over a long period of the year. With its 
smaller size, this plant is suitable for all gardens 
types and can be placed between larger trees or 
shrubs.

Cultivation and Use:
A low maintenance species, it's a  great colourful addition to waterwise 
garden. It is hardy tolerating drought, light frost, wind and salt.

Soil: Tolerant of most well drained soils
Water: Drought tolerant

1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
Flowers attract nectar feeding birds, bees, and butterflies. 

Other names: Emu 
Blush

Origin:
Western Australian 
native

Height & Spread
1.5m x 1.5m

Growth rate: Fast   

Shape:
Small shrub

Flowering period: 
Summer - Autumn 
Birak - Djiran



Eremophila glabra 'Kalgoorlie'

Description:
Eremophila glabra is a small shrub which typically grows in dry, open 
woodlands, but is also great for the garden. This variety has a bright 
gold to red flower which reflects the colour of the Kalgoorlie dirt, and is 
in bloom much of the year. 

Cultivation and Use:
This shrub is a hardy plant that tolerates tough conditions like drought, 
frost, salt and alkaline soils. It can be used as a taller ground cover or in 
between larger shrubs or trees. 
Eremophila glabra can be short-lived but propagates well from cuttings. 
Soil: Most well drained soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun
Benefits to Wildlife:
The long colourful flowers and nectar help create a bird and insect 
attracting garden. 

Other names: 
Fuschia Emu Bush

Origin:
Western Australian 
(Kalgoorlie) native

Height & Spread
1m x 2m

Growth rate: Fast    

Shape:
Low shrub

Flowering period: 
Spring - Summer 
Djilba - Birak

Australian Outback Plants



Red Capped Gum
(Eucalyptus erythrocorys)

Description:
A small-medium tree with dark green leaves and smooth bark.  It is 
named for the red caps that enclose large golden yellow flowers.  

Cultivation and Use:
Occurring naturally on limestone ridges in the mid-west, this species is 
ideal for  Mandurah gardens. Planted with others it can form an 
informal flowering hedge.  

Soil: Most soils, well drained
Water: Moderately drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
The showy flowers are attractive to various nectar and seed eaters 
including   birds, possums and  insects.  The Forest Red-tailed Black 
Cockatoos have also learnt to chew open the woody fruits.

Did you know?
• These trees often have a lignotuber which helps them to regenerate

following fire damage.

Other names:
Illyarie 
Red-capped gum 
Helmet nut gum    

Origin:
Western Australian 
native

Height & Spread:
8m  x 5m

Shape:
Small, multi-
stemmed tree

Flowering period: 
Summer– Autumn 
Birak - Djiran



Tuart 
(Eucalyptus gomphocephala)

Description:
A tall and wide native with light green foliage and white flowers. 
The unopened flower buds resemble small ice cream cones . 

Cultivation and Use:
The Tuart is an iconic tree in Mandurah and the largest native tree on 
the Swan Coastal Plain. Given its size, the Tuart is generally only 
suitable for planting in larger gardens and rural properties. Tuarts 
make excellent, fast-growing shade trees and protection from harsh 
coastal winds.  

Soil: Tolerant of sandy alkaline soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
The Tuart is one of Mandurah’s most ecologically important tree species. 
Hollows in mature and old trees are used by many birds, possums and , 
microbats. Tuarts also support over 800 species of invertebrats. Tuart 
fruit, flowers, and the insects living in the tree are important food 
sources for a variety of birds including our threatened black cockatoos.

Did you know?

• The oldest tuarts can be up to 500 years old!

Other names:
White Gum     

Origin:
Southwest WA
(local native)   

Height & Spread
40m  x 20m

Growth rate:
Fast     

Flowering period:
Summer - Autumn 
Boonaroo - Djiran



Flooded Gum
(Eucalyptus rudis)

Description:
Eucalyptus rudis is a tall native that grows in 
wetlands and is known for small gum nuts and 
clusters of white flowers appearing throughout much of the year. 

Cultivation and Use:
This species has good drought and coastal tolerance. 
A good tree for soil stabilization, this species can be planted in low lying 
areas such as swamps, lake edges, flood ways and drainage areas. 
Soil: Suitable for sandy, alkaline, and waterlogged soils
Water: Moderately drought tolerant
1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
This species white flowers are great at attracting pollinating birds and 
bees. Its leaves are also an important food source for a range of insects, 
mammals and birds. In older trees the bark, canopy and hollows provide 
important fauna habitat. 

Did you know?
• When growing the tree forms a specialised root called a lignotuber 

which helps provide regeneration after fire.

Other names:
Moitch

Origin:
Southwest WA 
(local native)

Height & Spread
20m  x 4m

Growth rate:
Fast   

Shape:
Tall with wide 
crown

Flowering period: 
Autumn - Spring
Djiran - Kambarang



Gin Gin Gem
(Grevillea obtusifolia)

Description:
This species is a dense ground cover that is great for suppressing weeds 
and attracting pollinators. It produces red and cream coloured flowers 
throughout most of the year that resemble spiders, and for this reason it 
is also referred to as the Spider Flower.

Cultivation and Use:
Gin Gin Gem is good for controlling erosion, covering slopes, retaining 
walls or gaps between large shrubs or trees.  It is suitable for coastal 
areas and tolerant of frost.

Soil: Most well drained soils. Tolerant of saline soils or clay. 
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
The bright flowers attract small nectar feeding birds and pollinators 
such as bees and butterflies. 

Other names: 
Spider flower

Origin: Southwest 
WA native

Height & Spread
0.5m  x 3m   

Growth rate: 
Fast     

Shape:
Ground cover 

Flowering period: 
Summer - Winter 
Birak - Djilba



Red Toothbrushes
(Grevillea hookeriana)

Description:
An evergreen shrub which sprouts black and red toothbrush-like flowers 
from long green stems almost all year round. It grows upright forming 
rounded bush or hedge. 

Cultivation and Use:
A hardy plant, Grevellia hookeriana is great as a informal hedge or screen 
to protect from coastal winds.
It is often long-lived making it a great long-term addition to your garden, 
and can be easy to propagate from cuttings. It is also known to form 
natural hybrids with the Saw-tooth Banksia.

Soil: Most well drained soils. Prefers sandy and slightly acidic soils.
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:

The red flowers of this plant attract birds and pollinators such as 
bees and butterflies. Some smaller birds may also choose this for nesting.
The seed and flower are also a food source for the Carnaby's Cockatoo.

Origin:
Southwest WA Native 

Height & Spread
4m x 4m

Growth rate:
Fast      

Shape:
Rounded shrub or 
hedge  

Flowering period: 
Winter - Spring 
Mookaroo - Kambarang



Grevillea 'Nectar Delight'

Description:
This Grevillea produces pink-red flowers in a 
toothbrush shape which may shift slightly in colour 
as the weather cools. It is a dense ground cover that 
is great for suppressing weeds and attracting 
pollinators. Due to to its small size it is suitable for
any sized garden.

Cultivation and Use:
As a low lying plant, this Grevillea works as a ground cover to control 
erosion and cover slopes, retaining walls or gaps between large shrubs 
or trees. 

Soil: Well drained soils.
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade 

Benefits to Wildlife:
Bright flowers and large amounts of nectar attract birds and pollinators 
such as bees and butterflies.

Other names: 
Rucker Time 
Spider Flower 
Toothbrush Plant

Origin:

Australian Native

Height & Spread:
0.3m x 3m

Growth rate: 
Moderate      

Shape:
Ground cover

Flowering 
period:
Spring & Autumn 
Kambarang & 
Djiran

Redbrest Plants Wild Tech Nurseries



Hakea crassinervia 'Burrendong Beauty'

Description:
This Hakea is a low spreading shrub or ground cover
 with gorgeous pink and white flowers spreading 
down the stems. These flowers spread out in a pin 
cushion shape and attract many pollinators. 
With a smaller size this plant is suitable for any size garden or verge and 
can even be grown in a pot. 

Cultivation and Use:
Dense leaves makes this plant great for suppressing weeds but be 
careful of its prickly foliage. This plants tolerates some frost and enjoys 
the sun but can suffer in areas of high humidity.

Flowering in Winter, this Hakea can be a great companion to plants that 
flower in the Spring and Summer months to keep your garden colourful 
all year round. 

Soil: Most well drained soils.
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
Flowers invite bees and butterflies and nectar eating birds to your yard.

Origin:
Australian native 
(cultivar of WA 
natives)

Height & Spread:
1.5m  x 3m

Growth rate: 
Moderate - Fast   

Shape:
Low rounded shrub

Flowering period:
Winter
Mookaroo-Djilba

Muchea Tree Farm 



Royal Hakea
(Hakea victoria)

Description:
This is a striking plant whose leaves resemble a 
fiery sunset of orange and red in the wild. 
Cultivated individuals produce a subtler colouration, but are vibrant 
nonetheless. It also produces small white flowers that sit between the 
leaves, followed by woody seed pod growth.

Cultivation and Use:
This particular shrub is a great feature to use in a garden for its leaf 
colour, texture, screening and bird habitat. As perennial plant, it can be 
long-lived and is suited to planting in the ground or potted. 

Soil: Well drained soils. Suitable for sandy soils. 
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
Colourful leaves and flowers are attractive to birds, bees and butterflies. 

Did you know?

• The leaves on this plant feel rigid and almost leathery which may help 
the plant survive in low-nutrient environments.

Other names: 
Lantern Hakea 
Origin:
Western Australian 
Native

Height & Spread:
3m  x 1m
Growth rate: 
Moderate - Fast   

Shape:
Medium upright 
shrub

Flowering period:
Winter-Spring 
Mookaroo-
Kambarang

Botanic Gardens & Parks Authority (L. Sweedman)



Cut Leaf Hibbertia
(Hibbertia cuneiformis)

Description:
A small to medium-sized shrub that produces bright 
yellow flowers between bright green leaves. With a 
smaller size this plant is suitable for any garden or 
verge and can be potted. 

Cultivation and Use:
This plants likes sandy, well-drained soils of many coastal environments 
and tolerant to some frost. This species can be difficult to grown from 
seed but can be easily grown from cuttings.  As it is an upright shrub 
this species can be used as a native alternative to a hedge. 

Soil: Tolerant of most well drained soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
Flowers attract pollinators such as bees, butterflies, beetles and some 
native fly species. The seed pods are bright red and yellow which may 
attract birds which help with seed dispersal. 

Did you know?
• There are more than 200 species of Hibbertia, with over 150 of these 

found in Australia. Hibbertia cuneiformis was one of the first species 
to be formally cultivated.

Other names:
Cut-leaf Guinea 
Flower   

Origin:
Southwest WA 
native

Height & Spread:
2m  x 1.5m

Growth rate:
Moderate

Shape:
Small upright shrub

Flowering period: 
Summer & 
Winter-Spring 
Birak & 
Mookaroo-Djilba

Benara Nurseries
Trigg Plants



Snake Vine
(Hibbertia scandens)

Description:
Hibbertia scandens is a climber and scrambler 
with stems reaching 4-5m long and large bright yellow gold flowers for 
most of the year.

Cultivation and Use:
This plant can be used as a ground cover for garden or verge to stabilise  
soil and prevent weeds, as a climber, or planted in a pot. It is a hardy 
plant that can tolerate salty winds and tough coastal conditions, 
however can be sensitive to colder conditions. They grow well in most 
soils and have been known to grow on sandy dunes.

Soil: Most well drained soils
Water: Moderately drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
Flowers attract pollinators such as bees, butterflies, and other insects.  
The broad leaves also make a good shelter fro small lizards. 

Did you know?
• These plants at the coast may be hairier than their in-land 

counterparts.

Other names: 
Climbing Guinea 
Flower Golden Guinea 
Vine    

Origin:
Australian native

Height & Spread
0.5-1m  x 2-5m

Growth rate:
Fast

Shape:
Ground cover/vine

Flowering period: 
Spring-Summer
Djilba - Boonaroo



Green Kangaroo Paw
(Anigozanthos flavidus ‘Green’)

Description:
This variety of Kangaroo Paw blossoms a beautiful green flower at 
various times of the year. This plant is known for its long stems that end 
in flowers that resemble kangaroo paws.

Cultivation and Use:
Needing little water, this plant is great for waterwise gardens or verges. 
It suits most soils, is drought and frost hardy, can be grown in coastal 
areas. Kangaroo Paw is best planted in groups. Placing this amongst 
other varieties of Kangaroo Paws will create a colourful and hardy 
garden. Stems should be pruned once flowering has finished to 
encourage growth in the next season. 

Soil: Tolerates most soils including sandy, clay, and waterlogged soils but 
prefers a well drained soil
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
The flowers are bird pollinated with native birds coming to eat the 
nectar. 

Did you know?
• Kangaroo Paws only occur in the wild in Western Australia.

Origin:
Southwest WA 
(local native)

Height & Spread:
0.5-1.5m  x 1m

Growth rate:
Fast

Shape:
Tall shrub

Flowering period: 
Spring - Summer 
Djilba - Boonaroo



Yellow Green Kangaroo Paw
(Anigozanthos flavidus ‘yellow/green’)

Origin:

Southwest WA (local 
native)

Height:
0.5-1.5m  

Spread:
1m   

Growth rate:
Fast

Shape:
Tall shrub

Flowering period: 
Spring-Summer 
Djilba - Boonaroo

Description:
This variety of Kangaroo Paw blossoms a beautiful green yellow flower that 
resembles a kangaroo paw at various times of the year. The Kangaroo Paw is known 
for long stems that emerge from long thin leaves at the base of the plant. 

Cultivation and Use:
Needing little water, this plant is great for waterwise gardens or verges. It suits 
most soils, is drought and frost hardy, can be grown in coastal areas. 
Kangaroo Paw is best planted in groups. Placing this amongst other varieties of 
Kangaroo Paws will create a colourful and hardy garden.
Stems should be pruned once flowering has finished to encourage growth in the 
next season. 

Soil: Tolerates most soils including sandy, clay, and waterlogged soils but prefers a 
well drained soil
Water: Drought tolerant

1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
The flowers are bird pollinated with native birds coming to eat the nectar. 

Did you know?
• Kangaroo Paws only occur in the wild in Western Australia.



Melaleuca conothamnoides

Description:
A small shrub which produces round clusters of 
bright pink flowers in Spring, attracting many 
pollinators. It is also know for its relatively large 
green leaves. It's small size makes it suitable for 
any size garden or verge.

Cultivation and Use:
A low maintenance plant, it is a good edition to cover 
areas between larger plants or form a low native hedge. 
Naturally it is mainly found in drier sandy or gravelly soils so 
would suit a garden with these qualities. 

Soil: Sandy, well drained soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
Bright flowers attract nectar feeding birds and pollinators such as bees, 
butterflies and other insects. 

Did you know?
• Melaleuca conothamnoides is part of the Myrtacae or 'myrtle' family 

which is known for their fragrant oils.

Other names: 
Wheatbelt 
honeymyrtle
Origin:
Southwest WA 
native

Height & Spread
1.5m  x 1.5m

Growth rate: 
Fast-moderate    

Shape:
Small sprawling 
shrub

Flowering period: 
Spring
Djilba-Kambarang

Muchea Tree Farm Muchea Tree Farm



Saltwater Paperbark
(Melaleuca cuticularis)

Description:
Melaleuca cuticularis is a coastal shrub or small tree that is common 
around estuaries and wetlands. It has a white, papery bark, and 
produces bristly, cream coloured flowers. It is suited to medium or large 
gardens.

Cultivation and Use:
With a dense canopy, this can be useful as a smaller shade tree, and can 
even be planted as an informal hedge for shelter and privacy. 
This species also propagates well from seed. 

Soil: Prefers moist clay an saline soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
Flowers attracts birds and pollinators such as bees and butterflies. 
Possums may also use this species to build dreys and hide from 
predators. 

Origin:
Southwest WA (local 
native)  

Height & Spread:
7m  x 2.5m

Growth rate: 
Moderate    

Shape:
Shrub or small tree

Flowering period: 
Spring
Djilba-Kambarang  Australian National Botanic Gardens



Dwarf Honey Myrtle
(Melaleuca ‘Incana Nana’)

Description:
Melaleuca 'Incana Nana' is an evergreen rounded 
shrub that has weeping, green-grey foliage and fluffy, pale yellow 
flowers.

Cultivation and Use: 
It is great for coastal gardens and acts as a low hedge or taller ground 
cover. A hardy plant that is tolerant of drought, frost, waterlogging and 
winds.

Soil: Most well drained soils
Water: Drought tolerant

1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
The colourful flowers attracts birds, bees, butterflies and other insects. 

Other names: 
Grey Honey 
Myrtle

Origin:
Southwest WA

Height & Spread:
1.5m

Growth rate: 
Moderate

Shape:
Small rounded 
shrub

Flowering 
period: 
Spring-Summer 
Djilba-Boonaroo



Swamp Paperbark
(Melaleuca rhaphiophylla)

Description:
Melaleuca rhaphiophylla is a shrub or tree that is 
found in salt marshes, swamps and along 
waterways. It is known for narrow, needle-like 
leaves, grey papery bark, and white bottlebrush flowers. 
As a mid-sized tree, this species is suited to medium to large yards.

Cultivation and Use:
It requires moist soil due to its wetland origins, however can tolerate short 
dry periods. Their shallow roots  help to stabilise soils and trap sediment 
moving through a waterways which makes it a good choice for gardens 
that can become  waterlogged or contain a creek or dam.

Soil: Moist, waterlogged soils
Water: Low drought tolerance. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
Waterbirds often use this tree for nesting as these areas may become 
flooded during the nesting season which deters potential predators. 
Pollinators are also attracted by the bottlebrush flowers. 

Other names:
Moonah
Freshwater Paperbark

Origin:
Southwest WA (local 
native)

Height & Spread:
6 m x 3m 

Growth rate:
Moderate     

Shape:
Small tree

Flowering period: 
Winter - Summer 
Djilba - Birak

Instant Tree Nursery



Coastal Honeymyrtle
(Melaleuca systena)

Description:
Melaleuca systena is a spreading, coastal shrub with crowded dense 
foliage that produces a yellow-cream flower.

Cultivation and Use:
The growth of this species creates an informal native hedge to act as a 
windbreak or privacy screen. As a coastal plant this specie is hardy and 
grows easily over sand and stable dunes. Due to its spread this species 
is more suitable for medium or large gardens and verges.

Soil: Well drained soils
Water: Moderately drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until 
established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
Flowers attract nectar eating birds and pollinators such a bees, 
butterflies and other insects. 

Origin:
Western Australian 
native (coastal) 

Height & Spread
3.5m x 5m 

Growth rate:
Moderate 

Shape:
Upright spreading 
shrub

Flowering period: 
Summer
Birak - Boonaroo Cottesloe Coastcare



Mohan
(Melaleuca viminea)

Description:
A dense shrub or tree with cream bottlebrush flowers and a papery bark.

Cultivation and Use:
This species grows well around creeks, watercourses and rocky coastal 
areas. It is suitable for gardens near the coast and in gardens that can 
become waterlogged.  Planted in a group this species can create a 
colourful native hedge for shade, protection from wind and privacy. 

Soil: Prefers well draining soils but it tolerant of waterlogged soils.
Water: Moderately drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until 
established
Sun: Full sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
Bright flowers attract pollinators such as birds, bees, and butterflies. 
With dense foliage, this bush may be a shady refuge for smaller wildlife. 

Did you know?

• Melaleuca viminea is part of the Myrtacae or 'myrtle' family which is
known for their fragrant oils. This species gives off a pleasant
fragrance when flowering.

• Many melaleucas such as this one have some fire tolerance.

Origin:
Southwest WA (local 
native) 

Height & Spread:
0.5-6 m x 1m

Growth rate: Moderate

Shape:
Shrub or small tree

Flowering period: 
Winter - Spring 
Mookaroo - Kambarang

Geographe Community Landcare Nursery



Scaevola crassifolia ‘Flat Fred’

Description:
Scaevola crassifolia prostrate ‘Flat Fred’ is a 
low-growing and fast-spreading groundcover 
whose name means 'cacti-like foliage'.
It has vivid green foliage and small blue 
fan-shaped flowers. 

Cultivation and Use:
Similar to cacti, this variety is a hardy, low maintenance plant that is 
extremely drought tolerant and is a great way to add some colour to a 
waterwise garden. It can be grown in coastal areas in gardens, pots, 
retaining walls or rockeries. 

Soil: Well drained soils, tolerant of limestone and sand 
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
Colourful flowers attract birds, bees, butterflies, and other insects. As a 
tree that grows well in hot and dry conditions, the foliage may be a 
shady refuge for small mammals or lizards. 

Origin:
Western Australian 
native

Height & Spread:
0.5m x 2m

Growth rate:
Fast        

Shape:
Low shrub/ground 
cover

Flowering period: 
Spring-Autumn 
Kambarang - 
Djiran

Esperance Wildflowers Blog Esperance Wildflowers Blog



Scaevola aemula ‘Purple Fan Fair’

Description:
Scaevola aemula ‘Purple Fan Fare’ is a 
low-growing ground cover that has bright green 
foliage and presents large clusters of purple 
fan-shaped flowers.

Cultivation and Use:
A small sprawling plant this species is suitable for any garden size, pot 
or hanging basket,  and can be used in gaps between larger plants or 
to add colour to your verge.  It suited to mass plantings to creative a 
colourful carpet over a large area. 
Flowers are most common and vibrant in Spring and Summer but with 
care you could see flowers all year round.

It is tolerant of many soil types and dry conditions but requires 
protection from frost. Its natural habitat is coastal areas so will be best 
be suited gardens in this area. 
Soil: Most well drained soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun

Benefits to Wildlife:
Large colourful flowers attract birds, bees, butterflies 
and other insects. 

Origin:
Western Australian 
native  

Height & Spread
0.3m  x 1.5m  

Growth rate:
Fast        

Shape:
Ground cover

Flowering period: 
Spring - Summer
Djilba - Birak

Benara Nurseries



Kangaroo Apple
(Solanum symonii)

Description:
A tall shrub that attracts pollinators with its large bright purple 
flowers which develop into rich-purple berries. 

Cultivation and Use:
In the wild, Kangaroo Apple is often found on stable dunes and in 
sandy soil over limestone,  which makes this species suitable for 
coastal gardens or verges. 
Soil: Well drained soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
Large colourful flowers attract pollinators such as bees, butterflies, 
and other insects. Birds will also eat the purple berries produced.

Did you know?
This plant is naturally found in southern coastal areas of Western 
Australia and South Australia.

Origin:
Southwest WA 
native

Height * Spread:
2-5m x 1m

Growth rate: 
Moderate         

Shape:
Tall upright shrub

Flowering period: 
Late Winter - Spring 
Djilba - Karambang

RClark (Geographe Community Landcare Nursery)



Cocky's Tongues
(Templetonia retusa)

Origin:
Western Australian 
native    

Height & Spread:
2m x 3m 

Growth rate:
Fast       

Shape:
Dense shrub

Flowering period: 
Winter-Spring 
Mookaroo - 
Kambarang

Description:
Templetonia retusa is part of the Pea family, and is also known as 
Cocky's Tongue due to its large red-pink flowers.  At full growth, this 
species forms a dense bushy shrub.

Cultivation and Use:
This species can be used as an informal native hedge which provides 
shade and privacy shelters from wind. Tolerant to sandy limestone soils 
Templetonia retusa is hardy to coastal conditions but would make a 
great feature plant for any native garden. 
Soil: Most well drained soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
Large colourful and nectar filled flowers attract birds and pollinators 
such as bees, butterflies, and other insects. The seeds are eaten by 
some birds and the leaves are also a food source for some native 
caterpillars. Some smaller mammals, lizards, or birds may also the dense 
foliage as a refuge from the heat or predators. 

Did you know?
• Templetonia retusa is the floral emblem of Mandurah.

Benara Nurseries



Other names: 
Australian Broom 
Golden Spray      

Origin: Australian 
native    

Height & Spread
1-4m x 2m

Growth rate: 
Moderate        

Shape:
Small upright tree

Flowering period: 
Spring
Djilba - Kambarang

Native Broom
(Viminaria juncea)

Description:
Viminaria juncea is a fast-growing, tall shrub from 
the Pea family. Its long, thin branches reach tall 
(but can be droopy) and end in bright yellow-orange flowers. 

Cultivation and Use:
A small to mid-sized tree this species is suitable for all sized gardens or 
verges. It is commonly found in swampy conditions, preferring moist 
soils and is tolerant of saline conditions, harsh coastal winds and 
storms. This makes it a great choice for gardens along the estuary that 
tend to get waterlogged. This species will tolerate drier conditions with 
good summer watering.   
Soil: Prefers moist, waterlogged soils
Water: Low drought tolerance. 1-2 times per week until established and 
during Summer 
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
Yellow flowers attract pollinators such as birds, bees and other insects. 

Did you know?

• This tree is generally considered leafless with only flowers growing
along long thin stems.

Australian Seed

http://anbg.gov.au/gnp/interns-2008/melia-azedarach.html
http://anbg.gov.au/gnp/interns-2008/melia-azedarach.html
http://anbg.gov.au/gnp/interns-2008/melia-azedarach.html
mailto:EcoServices@mandurah.wa.gov.au


Westringia fruticosa prostrate

Other names:
Coastal Rosemary 
Native Rosemary   

Origin:
Australian native

Height & Spread:
0.3m 

Growth rate: 
Moderate         

Shape:
Groundcover/low 
shrub

Flowering period: 
Winter - Summer 
Mookaroo - 
Boonaroo

Description:
Westringia fruticosa prostrate is a hardy, 
low-growing ground cover that produces 
dainty, speckled white star shaped flowers 
throughout most of the year.

Cultivation and Use:
Suitable as a ground cover between larger shrubs and to stabilise soils 
and prevent erosion on retaining walls, slopes and verges. It can also be 
planted in a pot. Tolerant of wind, sea spray, and some frost, this hardy 
plant is great for coastal gardens or verges of any size. 
Soil: Most well drained soils
Water: Moderately drought tolerant

1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
Flowers attract pollinators such as bees, butterflies and other insects. 
With dense foliage, this ground cover may provide a refuge for small 
lizards.

Gardening with Angus



Westringia fruticosa variegated

Other names: 
Coastal Rosemary 
Native Rosemary   

Origin: Australian 
native

Height & Spread:
1.5m x 1.5m

Growth rate: 
Moderate         

Shape:
Small boxy shrub

Flowering period: 
Spring
Djilba - Kambarang

Description:
Westringia frusticosa variegated is a shrub with 
mottled cream and green foliage and purple-speckled 
white flowers. The flowers are produced most easily in 
Spring but with care flowers can be produced all year round. 

Cultivation and Use:
This species suits coastal environments due to its preference of well-
drained soil, although it tolerates most soil types. 
A small to media size it is suitable for any sized garden. Planted in 
multiples it can form a native hedge for shade, wind screening and 
privacy.
Soil: Most well drained soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
Flowers attract pollinators such as bees, butterflies and other insects. 
With dense foliage, this ground cover may provide a refuge for smaller 
mammals or lizards. 



Woody Pear
(Xylomelum occidentale)

Other names: 
Western Woody Pear 
Danja (Noongar) 
Dumbung (Noongar) 
Koongal (Noongar)      

Origin:
Southwest WA native

Height & Spread
2-8m x 2m

Growth rate:
Slow         

Shape:
Shrub or small tree

Flowering period: 
Summer - Autumn 
Birak - Boonaroo

Description:
A shrub or tree that is known for the large, 
pear-shaped seed cases it bears. This tree also 
shows creamy-white spiky flowers which give off a heavy perfume. 

Cultivation and Use:
This species grows well in grows in dry, sandy woodland areas. As a tree 
with a smaller size it can be a great feature plant for smaller gardens or 
verge. For larger gardens this species also grows well in groups. 
Soil: Most well drained soils
Water: Drought tolerant. 1-2 times per week until established
Sun: Full sun to part shade

Benefits to Wildlife:
With large spiky flowers, this species is an important nectar producer 
for birds and insects. The fruits are eaten by cockatoos.

Did you know?
• Woody Pear is often found amongst banksia woodland.
• This species needs fire to open the seed case and disperse seeds.
• Traditional Noongar uses of this species include infusions of leaves 

and bark to relieve pain and roasting of the fruit to be eaten.

SERCUL
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